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HEARING ON HAT REC0¥MEin3.ATI0N DECET-ffiSR 18 

A public hearing on the minim\jm wage recommendation of the Hat Industry 

Comraittee will be held on December 18 at 10:00 A. M. in -the Hotel Raleigh, Washington, 

D. C , the Wage and Hour Division, U. S. Department of Labor, annovmoed today 

(Federal Register, November £8, 1959). 

The Hat Industry Committee recommended a minimum wage of 40 cents an hour for 

the fur-felt, wool-felt, opera hat and hatters' fur branches of the industry. For 

straw and harvest hats its recomirendation was 35 cents an hour. The committeo fur- • 

-her recommended 30 cents an hour for tho manufacture of strav/ and harvest hats in 

Puerto Rico. 

The average number of wage earners em.ployed in the hat industry, as defined 

^or tho committee, in 1937 was J'4,405. Of -these, an estimated 4^500 v/age earners 

in the branches of the industry for v/ldch 40 cents an hour was recommended w-ere -then 

gett ing loss than that r a t e . Seme 1,000 -"/orkers were being paid less -than 35 cents 

an hour in the manufacture of straw ard har-^ost ha t s . ,:-
• • • ^ 

The roport cf tho committee, contain.ing i t s formal rocommendation, i s ava i l 

able for public inspection in the regional ar.d branch offices of the Division, and 

may be obtained on request from the Wage and. .Hour Division in ITashington. 

The hat industry i s dofined as : 

"(a) The manufacture .-̂ 'rcm any material of hoadwear for men or boys, 
' •-- except capr and cl'^th ha t s . 

"(b) The manufaetiire of f e l t hat bodies from fur' or wool for men's, 
•" ' . boys ' , v/omon's or chi ldren ' s ha t s . - • ,̂  

"(c) The manufacture or processing of h a t t e r s ' furs . " 

Any in teres ted person may appoar at the hoaring by comraunicating with the 

Wage and Hour Division in Washington not l a t e r than December 14, 1939. The prosiding 

officer of tho hearing wi l l be designated l a t e r . 
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